Plant propagation: Bulb scaling
Hello. In this video we're going to talk about bulb scaling.
This is a technique for propagating bulbs, it could be any bulb, it could be a daffodil, it could be a tulip, it could be a type of Allium which is what I have here. You could even do it with an onion, although it wouldn't be worth it because they are so cheap.
It's a great way to propagate bulbs which are really expensive, so maybe if you've bought something and you could only afford, you know, maybe 1 or 3 of them, or something like that, and you'd like to make more.
So what we do, we have a bulb that is in its dormant state so it doesn't have all its leafy growth like it would have in the summer. It needs to be dormant, which means it has this dried out papery cover on it. It has some roots here at the bottom but they are all dried out as well.
So what we do, we start off by trimming off, I'm just going to take off that bit of papery cover there. Start by trimming off these roots at the bottom - you can use a sharp knife for this, either a scalpel like I'm using here which I find easiest, or a really sharp kitchen knife would be absolutely fine.
So that's those pieces of root gone from the bottom - just spilt a bit of sand on there - and then we want to remove this papery top growth as well. There we go and you can start to see all the little layers in here.
Now we need to remove, just like you're cooking, we need to remove this papery covering from the outside of the bulb until we get down to wet flesh underneath, just as if you're peeling an onion. You can use your knife to help you if you want to.
So other things to prepare, I'll just talk to you while I'm finishing this, is a plastic bag, just a sandwich bag which can have some damp vermiculite in it, which is a type of expanded rock which people use as growing media or as a coating when they are sowing seeds, that's vermiculite, or perlite which is another type of expanded rock, or just sand, just a bag with some sand in would be absolutely fine.
Pop a few drops of water in it, so it's a little bit damp, and that's what you're going to put these into at the end.
So that's the bulb, you see it's all fresh, all the papery surface is off.
What we're going to do is start off, I'm just going to make my scalpel blade really long here so I've got a nice long blade to work with, I'm going to cut it in half, top to bottom so we're cutting through this rooty bit at the bottom, cutting in half, there we go. Again, just like you're cooking.
Now you'll see on the inside of a bulb - I've chosen one that's quite purple-y coloured here so you can see the layers really well - If you are using a green bulb, maybe a tulip or a daffodil, it's a little bit harder to see these layers, but I promise you they're in there. So you have lots of different layers all the way going down to these tiny, tiny ones in the middle, and then at the bottom you have this lump here. When we were talking about herbaceous plants, that would have been the crown, it's the bit that attaches the leaves. So when these grow up in the summer they become the leaves to the roots - actually in a bulb it's called a basal plate, and what we want, for every little section that we do here with this scaling, is we want a section of leaf or scale which is what we call it when it's inside a bulb and a section of basal plate.
So we're actually going to cut this, so it's in half already, into quarters, making sure we have some basal plate and these scales still on here. And we can go further, we can go into eighths, it depends what size of bulb you have, sometimes you can go even further into 16ths.
I'm going to stop at eighths on this one because it looks quite good and I think if I go any smaller than that it might start to disintegrate.
So what you could do, you could just pop this into your bag of sand, bag of damp sand as it is, and this would grow a little shoot or two up through these scales. Or you can do something called twin scaling, which is where you select two scale, you'll see when it's cut apart into 8ths like this, they come apart quite easily, so one, two. I'm going to slice - I'm just going to make this a bit shorter again - slice through and make sure they are attached by a little bit of basal plate.
There we go, so I have two scales attached at the bottom and I'll do that again with the next two scales - run my knife through, just watch your fingers there. So that's one, two, three sections. 
Each of those, in your little bag of damp sand or vermiculite, will grow a new shoot, normally the shoot comes up between the two scales, and when the little shoot comes up, it'll look like a little green onion shoot, then you can pot that up into a pot of compost and grow it on.
So if you take all of these sections, and it’s going into 8ths, and then splitting them and getting 3 out of each 8th, you can see how many bulbs you would end up with by doing this. They won't flower in the next year or maybe even in the next year after that until they've formed their proper bulbs, but after maybe three years you'll have a whole set of flowering bulbs all ready to go out into your garden.
It's a really nice technique so do have a go and enjoy it, and do have a practice on an onion to start with if you want to, especially if you can find a really big one, then it means it is a little bit less fiddly and a little bit easier to practice with. You can use this technique on bulbs even as small as snowdrops, which are really, really tiny, but it's quite fiddly and it's quite difficult to pull the layers apart, so I'd suggest practicing on something bigger like a large Allium bulb or an onion bulb to start with until you've got the technique down. So really do enjoy having a go at that.
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