Plant propagation: Saddle grafting transcript
In this type of grafting you do quite a simple cut called a saddle graft. It looks a little bit like a saddle from a horse.
So you, I'm going to practice just on twigs here, you can practice on any bits of material you can find in the garden. I sometimes practice with my students on things like dock stems, it's just weeds, it doesn't matter how many times you cut it, but if you can practice getting the angles of your cut really good then it just makes the grafting easier when you come to do it on a real root stock and piece of scion wood.
So I'm going to use this stick here as pretending this is my rootstock. So this would have roots on the bottom and it would be growing in the ground like that, but just for the sake of showing you the cuts.
So on your root stock piece, your lower pieces, you do a v shaped cut. So first of all, being very careful not to cut your hands, you do a slice diagonally and then you do another one so that you have (trying to get the camera to focus on it there) a little v shaped cut (that's not massively even
Better) and then your piece of scion wood which would be the branch that you are grafting onto you plant; this would be the one with the desirable characteristics of maybe really nice apples or something. This would actually sit down over the top of that, so we need a cleft cut into this one.
So on this one, we cut up halfway through the stem, being quite careful to cut away from your hands so that you don't end up, if the knife slips, actually cutting towards your hand, I do this with a really sharp scalpel, and then through it the other way. Tidy that cut up a little bit, cleft a little bit deeper, lovely, there we go, reshaping this one as well and then this one just slots down over that one and then you can bind it nice and tightly. I'll show you on the last video how to bind these nice and tightly together.
So a v in the top one, and a little point on the bottom one, and that's a saddle graft and they fit together just like that.
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