Plant propagation: Whip and tongue grafting transcript
This next type of graft is called a whip and tongue graft and it is quite a stable graft meaning that the graft holds itself together quite well, so your binding doesn't have to be quite as precise. It just has a more stable grip, one piece on the other.
So with your root piece, root stock piece, you start by cutting quite a nice diagonal angle on it, so quite a sharp point, just like that, and you do the same on your scion wood that you're joining onto it a nice sharp angle.
So you could simply join those together like that, that would be a splice graft. I'm just going to take that little tail of bark off just there, that would be a splice graft if we just simply put those faces together, just like that, and that is a very valid graft type as well. The whole point of the grafting is that you are trying to get the cambium layers, the layers of green that just sit under the bark there, to join together and then they'll actually grow together. So that's what our whole point is that those bind firmly together. But with a whip and tongue, we want it to actually kind of hold itself there.
So what we do is you make a cut that goes up the way like this up here. You have to be really careful, just take it really slowly when you are doing this because you kind of do have to cut a little bit towards your hand. So just be aware of the angle your knife is sitting at and just take it really nice and slow, nice sharp knife, gentle, gentle. You see I'm cutting just straight up through. There we go. And the same on the root stock and then we fit them together.
So now if I just pull that apart a little bit, do you see you can just see a little bit of an air gap there, and if I do the same on the other one, a little bit of space. You can actually push these together, both of these points need to open up, and you see you get like a zig zag and you push those together, and I can actually let go of that top piece, and it's so stable that it just holds itself on there.
You still need to bind it, but it just, you know, it's so stable that it just holds itself, so you don't need to split it or anything like that, you can just stick it in, let it be, wrap it up to keep the moisture in and you've got a really good, strong graft just like that.
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