[image: 12 Of The Funniest Scottish Images And Cartoons - ScotsUSA | Funny ...]Winter Festivals: Hallowe’en / Samhain 
Scrive (write) the title above into the next space in your jotter.

Hallowe’en or Samhain?
It’s Alva in the foothills o the Campsie Fells, where they say the hills hae eyes …. It’s also 31 October and twa first years are discussing the night ahead …..

Kelly: Ye goin guising the night?
Anya: No, I’ll be busy the night.
Kelly: Busy? Whit …ye got a party ye’re no telling me aboot?
Anya: No, it’s Samhain (Sowain) and ma family’ll be celebrating in the usual way.
Kelly: So whit dae ye dae?
Anya: Weel it’s twa hings really – it’s the Celtic New Year.
Kelly: I didna ken ye were a Celtic supporter?
Anya: Am no, it’s the New Year celebration o the Celtic folk o this country. The ancient Celts …. Ye ken? (Kelly looks blank at Anya – she obviously disnae ken) Onyway, we believe that the night marks the end o the summer and the beginning o the dark winter months. It’s us kind o getting ridy fir winter. We also mind about the deid.
Kelly: Whoa! Are ye going all Goth on me noo?
Anya: We believe on this night the curtain atween the world o the living an the spirits o the died can come an join the spirits o the livin.
Kelly: Yer freaking me oot a wee bit here girl.
Anya: No need fir that. We dinae get miserable aboot the deid – or fear them, we think that deeth is just another thing thathappens to ye. In fact, we invite the deid tae join oor celebrations. 
Kelly; So dae ye dance aroon bonfires an stuff tae?
Anya: Way tae cald roon here fir that kind o stuff, but sometimes we light bonfires to warm us up and remind us of the warm o summer. In the past folks would hae big feasts tae – maybe roast a coo or twa on the fire to fill their bellies afore the cald winter comes. 
Kelly: Noo that sounds like Christmas.
Anya: Aye, a see whit ye mean….
Think-Pair-Share (5 minutes max)
a) Whit dae ye dae at Halloween / Samhain?
b) Dae ye think the deid are ‘still aroond’ in ony way?
c) Hoo easy is it tae remember the summer months when winter has arrived?
d) Are ony pairts o Samhain celebrated where ye live?

Oidhche nan Cleas (‘Night of Tricks’) – You will be shown some images from Hallowe’en on South Uist in the 1930s. Why did the visitor take the photos? What were the costumes made from?

Samhain
Anya has telt ye aboot Samhain. It is an auld Celtic festival that is probably the origin o lots o oor modern-day Halloween customs. The deid were remembered an celebrated, it wis believed the livin and deid could mingle that day. It wis also believed the deid could tell the future and an ancient group called Druids did lots o fortune-telling at this time o the year. This wis also a time when  folks prepared themsel fir the comin winter  months. 
There wisnae much grazing left so mony animals were killed, providin meat tae last through the winter. Their bones were burned in great heaps – some think this wis the origins o the wird bon(e)fire. At this time o year folk turned towards the dark months and got ready to try and survive. In modern Scotland, pagans still celebrate Samhain in traditional ways to celebrate nature and the changing seasons. Paganism is a set o beliefs following three principles:
· Honour nature an all life.
· Harm naebody.
· Recognise the divine in everything.


(Source: p62-64 Level 3 RME by Joe Simpson – translated into Scots by S Robertson 2024)

Reading and scriving (writing)
Read the article to answer the questions that follow below:
With Halloween just around the corner, the word guising is popping up more and more frequently.  But did you know the term is unique to Scotland and Ireland? Here's everything you need to know about the Scots term guising, how it differs from trick or treating and other Scottish Halloween traditions. 
What does guising mean? 
Guising derives from the word disguise and is based on the notion that people dress up at Halloween. Children dress up and go from house to house, telling jokes and stories or singing songs in exchange for sweeties and food. The Collins dictionary defines guising as "the practice or custom of disguising oneself in fancy dress, often with a mask, and visiting people's houses, especially at Halloween". According to folklore, children dressed up so they could venture out safely without wicked ghouls detecting them. 
Today homeowners may leave pumpkins or decorations outside their houses to indicate they are welcoming guisers. 

Is guising different to trick or treating? 
Yes, guising is different to trick or treating. Traditionally, guising requires you to tell a story or a joke or sing a song, while trick or treating simply requires going up to doors and calling "trick or treat". Treat usually refers to a sweetie or food item, while trick refers to the threat of a trick being played on homeowners if they don't offer a treat. 

What other Scottish Halloween traditions take place? 
There are a few more Scottish Halloween traditions aside form guising. Before pumpkin carving became the done thing, Scots traditionally carved turnips instead and filled them with candles. 
Apple dookin' is also a Scottish tradition; people have to get apples out of a basin of water using just their mouths. Alternatively, people hold forks in their mouths and drop them from a distance in an attempt to stab an apple. 
Another tradition was especially for newly engaged couples; the couple would each burn a nut on the fire and if the nuts burned quietly a happy union lay ahead, while if they crackled and hissed there was more likely a turbulent future.  
A game that has been modernised is treacle scones - back in the day, people used to try to eat scones suspended with strings without using their hands. Nowadays, this game tends to be played using donuts. 
Source Halloween guising Scotland: Meaning and is it different from trick or treating? | The Herald (heraldscotland.com)

Task: Scrive (write) meaningful answers into your jotter:
1. Guising comes fae the word disguise. True or false?
2. According tae folklore, why did children dress up when going out on Hallowe’en?
3. Dookin for apples is ……
4. Whit is the difference between guising and trick or treating?
5. Pumpkin lanterns are an American invention. Whit was traditionally carved into a lantern in Scotland at Hallowe’en?
6. Hoo did newly engaged couples tell the future?
7. Hoo did folk play game treacle scones?

Guising poems / songsHallowe'en, by Andy Munro
It’s Hallowe’en, it’s Hallowe’en, 
When ghosties dance and witchies scream, 
It’s Hallowe’en, it’s Hallowe’en, 
‘A the spooks come oot at Hallowe’en!


Song sung in Perth at least back to the 1950s 
Tramp, tramp, tramp, we are the guisers,
we are the guisers at the door. 
If ye dinnae let us in,
we’ll bash yer windies in.
An ye’ll never see the guisers anymore,
Shut the door!







Your Turn!  Try an scrive yir ane rhyme, song or poem for Guising. (Mind an caw canny = dinnae gie yersel a fright!)
My = ma
Night = nicht
Down = doon
Out = oot
Cald = cold
One = wan
Two = twa
Witches’ work = witches’ wark
Old = auld
Dark = mirk
Town = toon
Devil = De’il
Graveyard = kirkyaird
Dance = reel 
Midnight = midnicht
Look = keek  
Owl = hoolet
Ghost = ghostie   / bogle
Frightened = feart
Frightening = frichtsome




Hallowe’en by Moira Munro 
Witches cackle, ghosties quiver 
Spindly arms that shake a lot. 
Black cats yowl and skeletons shiver – 
Are we frightened? No we’re not! 

Treacle scones are dangling, sticky, 
Champit tatties in the pot 
Apple dookin’s always tricky – 
Are we frightened? No we’re not! 

Turnip lanterns glowing brightly 
Big wide mouths that grin so hot 
Lots of jaggy teeth to bite us – 
Are we frightened? No we’re not! 

Halloween’s a time of magic, 
Spells to weave and plots to plot 
When we’re all dressed up for guising 
Are we frightened? No we’re not!
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