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Learning Intentions and Success Criteria
L.I: To explore how Politics can bring about positive change
SC: I can identify and express things that I am passionate about

Curricular Links
· I can describe the factors contributing to a major social, political or economic change in the past and can assess the impact on people’s lives. SOC 3-05a 
· I can use my knowledge of current social, political or economic issues to interpret evidence and present an informed view. SOC 3-15a
· I can contribute to a discussion on the extent to which people’s needs should be met by the state or the individual. SOC 4-16a 
· I can describe the main features of a democracy and discuss the rights and responsibilities of citizens in Scotland. SOC 2-17a
· I can discuss the extent to which my choices and decisions are influenced by the ways in which I am informed. SOC 3-17b
· I understand the arrangements for political decision making at different levels and the factors which shape these arrangements. SOC 3-18a

Rationale
Learners have been engaging in a unit of work where we have explored the basics of Politics and Political structure in the UK. We have covered areas including political parties, elections, Scottish devolution and the role of MSPs. We have been lucky enough to have two guest speakers that work in UK politics come into our lesson and answer some questions about their roles. This lesson will focus on how politics should allow for positive change and how being passionate about an issue is a driving force for many people within government. The wider acceptance of Scots language as described by Billy Kay in his ‘Time of Reflection’ speech in Scottish Parliament will be used as an example of this. Our next steps will be for learners to create their own political party and identify key areas that they themselves are passionate about seeing change for the better. 

Lesson Activities
· Learners will watch the Billy Kay speech in a youtube video and be invited to respond with their thoughts afterwards. Purposefully leaving this response quite open to encourage free expression of the learners but have added some prompt questions to the slide as some learners in the class struggle when there is no scaffolding or support in place. 
· A second video will be shown that highlights the increasing diversity in representation in Hollyrood including MSPs from various religious background and the first full-time wheelchair user. MSPs in the video speak about the importance for them to be a voice for their constituents, especially those who have been underrepresented in the past. Links to prior learning about the role of MSPs and their duty to work for the good of their constituents. 
· What would you stand for? Learners challenged to think of issues that they are passionate about (could be ones previously mentioned in lesson, e.g. Scots language or disability rights). Responses on padlet or in chat.
· Next steps: introduction of project that will span the next few lessons. Learners asked to design their own new political party. They will use what they are passionate about to decide on their 3 main policies. 

Assessment
Large use of choice within this lesson in terms of how learners respond to task. This is to accommodate the varying levels of confidence in the class; some learners happy to use mics and cameras whilst others only happy to engage through anonymous tools (e.g. padlet).
Use of questioning will help us to navigate the discussion following the Billy Kay video – plan to be led by pupils’ responses hear to allow them to freely express their thoughts and opinions on the topic. The geographical spread of the class is Scotland-wide, so the familiarity with Scots is equally as diverse.  
