
Lesson Plan: The Weather (Shaetlan Focus)
Stage: Primary 6
Duration: 60 minutes
Theme: Weather and Shaetlan language
Main Aim: Pupils will be able to understand, use, and pronounce key Shaetlan weather words confidently and accurately, and apply them in a short Shetland weather forecast.
Learning Intentions (linked to CfE Outcomes)
Language & Literacy (English / Scots):
· LIT 2-02a: When I engage with others, I can respond in ways appropriate to my role and show understanding of what is said to me.
· LIT 2-10a: I can communicate clearly when engaging with others within and beyond my place of learning.
· MLAN 2-07a / ENG 2-03a: I can explore the sounds, words and phrases of Scots and use them to share my thoughts and feelings.
Social Studies:
· SOC 2-12a: I can interpret information to describe the physical features of my local area and compare them with other areas in Scotland or beyond.
Expressive Arts:
· EXA 2-01a: I have experienced the energy and excitement of presenting and performing for audiences.

Prior Learning – For homework, class have asked at home which words their family uses when describing the weather. Find out if there any particular words or phrases that are favourites?

Learning Intentions
By the end of the lesson, pupils will:
1. Learn and understand at least 6–10 Shaetlan weather words.
2. Use Shaetlan vocabulary confidently to describe current or imagined weather conditions.
3. Produce and share a short weather forecast in a small group (2-3) for Shetland using Shaetlan terms in the correct context.

Success Criteria
Pupils can:
✔ Correctly pronounce Shaetlan weather words.
✔ Match Shaetlan words with their English meaning (Shetland Dictionaries available).
✔ Use the words naturally in spoken or written sentences.
✔ Deliver a weather forecast including at least 3 Shaetlan terms (record using i-pads then watch back for self evaluation).

Lesson Plan

1. Starter (5 minutes)

YT BAU 6s Landscape  Watch “Da Wadder Wan” as a great introduction into the descriptive properties of Shetland weather words.

2. Vocabulary Exploration (5 minutes)
Activity: “Weather Quick-Fire”
Mini-drill:
Teacher says an English word → pupils give Shaetlan word.
Teacher says a Shaetlan word → pupils mime the weather.

Purpose: Activate prior knowledge + introduce new vocabulary.  


3. Guided Practice (15 minutes)
Activity: “Wadder sayins wir wint wi” 
Listen to “A Coorse Day” by Rhoda Bulter – also available on ShetlandForWirds site, identify the Shaetlan words and consider meaning if unsure.
Have been given differentiated sheets with a number of Shetland weather sayings.  Identify the Shetland words and then translate into English.
Pronunciation check: Teacher models, class repeats, taking into consideration that the pronunciation can vary across the isles.

4. Main Task – Creating a Shetland Weather Forecast (20 minutes)
Group Task:
1. Pupils work in small groups (3–4).
2. Give each group a simple Shetland map and weather symbols.
3. Their job: Create a 30–45 second forecast, including:
· At least 3 Shaetlan weather words
· North Mainland, South Mainland, East, West, and Isles
· A short intro using Shaetlan: “Guid mornin! Here’s da waddir for Shetland…”
Teacher circulates:
· Support with pronunciation
· Ensure words are used accurately
· Check context (e.g., gael used for strong winds)

5. Presentations (5–10 minutes)
Groups present their weather forecasts to the class.
Film the forecasts using i-pads.  IWB with Map displayed and Visualiser also available to groups if they would like.
Peer Feedback Prompt:
· “Did they use the Shaetlan words correctly?”
· “Was their forecast clear?”

Assessment
Formative:
· Observation during matching activity and group work.
· Pronunciation checks.
· Accuracy during spoken forecast.
Summative:
· Final weather forecast presentation using at least 3 Shaetlan words correctly.

Resources
· Shetland ForWirds Website
· Shetland Dictionaries
· Differentiated sheets with Shaetlan weather sayings 
· Map of Shetland
· Weather symbol icons
· Whiteboard/interactive board/visualiser/i-pad

Extension Activities to consider
· Weather diary in Shaetlan for a week.
· Create a poster (possibly using Canva?) to display weather words
· Make new weather symbols for Weather chart with Shaetlan words included

