Primary 8-Step Learning Plan – Literacy
	1. Prior Learning 
 Children should have some awareness of their local area and be able to identify familiar places in Banchory and the surrounding Aberdeenshire area.
 Children should have experience of using simple maps, symbols, and a key.
 Children should know that place names can tell us something about history, language, and geography.
 Children should have some understanding that Scotland has more than one language variety, including Scots and Gaelic.
 Children should understand that the names people use for places can sometimes be different from the names shown on official maps or signs.
 Children should have some experience of describing geographical features such as hills, rivers, burns, fields, and woodland.
  

	2. Curricular Links: 
· LIT 2-02a - When I engage with others, I can respond in ways appropriate to my role, show that I value others’ contributions and use these to build on thinking.
· LIT 2-09a - When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can share information, experiences, and opinions, explain processes and ideas, identify issues raised and summarise main points or findings, and clarify points by asking questions or by asking others to say more. 
· LIT 2-10a - Pupils are developing confidence when engaging with others and learning to communicate clearly and select appropriate resources. 
· SOC 2-10a - Having explored my local area, I can present information on different places to live, work, and relax and interesting places to visit.
·  SOC 2-14a - To extend my mental map and sense of place, I can interpret information from different types of maps and am beginning to locate key features within Scotland, UK, Europe, or the wider world.


	3. Learning Intention(s):

We are learning how Scots words and place names can help us understand the landscape and history of our local area.
	4. Success Criteria: 

I can:
 identify some Scots words connected to geographical features.
 recognise some examples of geographical features on a map.
 investigate a local place name and suggest what it might mean.
 explain how a place name can give us clues about the history or landscape of an area.
 understand that people may use some local names even when they are not shown on official maps.

	5. Learning activities and use of teaching time (estimate): 

Starter – Become a Place-Name Detective – 10 minutes

Display a large Ordnance Survey map of Banchory and the surrounding area on the interactive whiteboard.
Tell the pupils:
“Today you are going to be Place-Name Detectives. Your job is to find clues hidden in the names on the map.”

Give pupils one minute to look silently at the map. Then use Think–Pair–Share.
Ask:
· What places do you recognise?
· Can you find a river, burn, hill, wood, or field?
· Which names do you recognise from living in or around Banchory?
· Do any names look unusual?
· Do any names sound as if they might contain an old Scottish word?
· Why do you think places have the names they do?

Introduce the idea that place names are like clues from the past. They can tell us about the landscape, the people who lived there and the languages they spoke.
Tell pupils that Scots words are sometimes found inside the names of places and geographical features.

Quick-fire Scots word challenge – 10 minutes

Introduce a small number of Scots geographical words rather than giving pupils a long vocabulary list.
Display:
	Scots word
	Meaning

	brae
	a slope or hill

	burn
	a small stream

	haugh
	low ground beside a river

	muir
	open, uncultivated land

	glen
	a narrow valley



Play “What am I?”
For example:
“I am a geographical feature. I am a small stream. What am I?”
Children hold up or point to the correct word: burn.
Then reverse the activity. Give them the Scots word and ask:
“What might you see if you were standing beside a burn?”
This gets the pupils connecting language → meaning → landscape.
Explain that some of these words are still used today, including in Scottish place names.

Local place-name detectives – 15 minutes

Give pupil pairs a selection of local Banchory/Aberdeenshire place-name cards.
Examples could include:
· Banchory
· Aboyne
· Aberdeen
· Bieldside
· Inverurie
· local names containing words such as brae, burn, haugh or glen
The children become detectives and investigate each name.

Give each pair a Place-Name Detective Sheet with four questions:

1. What is the name?
2. What geographical feature or place does it describe?
3. Can you spot a Scots, Gaelic, or other older language clue?
4. What do you think the name might tell us about the place?
Make it clear that they do not always have to know the answer.
Introduce the idea of being a good detective:
“If we are not sure, we can say ‘possibly,’ ‘it might mean’ or ‘we need more evidence’.”
This is useful because some place-name origins are uncertain or have more than one explanation.

Map mystery – 10 minutes

Give each group an Ordnance Survey map extract.
Challenge them to find:
· one water feature.
· one hill or slope.
· one wood or area of vegetation.
· one road or settlement.
· one name containing a word they think might be Scots.

Each group chooses their most interesting name and places a coloured marker on the map.
Then ask:
“If someone had never been to Banchory before, what could this name tell them about the area?”
For example, a name containing brae could give us a clue that the area has a slope or hill.

“Official name or local name?” discussion – 10 minutes

Introduce the idea from the text that not every name used by local people necessarily appears on an official map or sign.

Ask:
“Do you think every name that people use for a place appears on an Ordnance Survey map?”
Discuss how families and communities sometimes have names for:
· fields.
· hills.
· paths.
· woods.
· burns.
· swimming spots.
· meeting places.
· old buildings.
· parts of villages.

Ask pupils:
“Is there a place near your home that your family calls by a name that might not be on a map?”
This could lead into a short class discussion.
Explain that this is important because spoken local names can preserve history and community knowledge, even when they are not written on official signs.

Plenary – “One clue from the landscape” – 5 minutes

Give each pupil a small exit ticket.
They complete:
“One Scots word I learned today was ________. It means ________.”
and
“One place name I found interesting was ________ because ________.”
Finish by asking:
“What can a place name tell us about Scotland?”
Try to draw out answers such as:
· the landscape.
· the people who lived there.
· the languages people spoke.
· how places were used.
· the history of the local community.

Extra (Weather and help dependent)

If more time is available, I would extend the lesson into an outdoor Place-Name Detective Walk around the Hill of Banchory area.
Children could work in small groups with a clipboard and map.
They could record:
	Name
	What does it describe?
	Scots word?
	What might it mean?

	______
	Hill
	brae?
	A slope

	______
	Stream
	burn
	A small river

	______
	Low ground
	haugh?
	Land beside a river



They could photograph signs and geographical features and then compare what they actually see with what the place names suggest.
A further challenge would be to ask pupils to invent a Scots-style name for a fictional feature in the school grounds, using words such as brae, burn, haugh or muir. They could then explain why they chose the name.
 

Scaffolding/Differentiation

 Provide a simple picture-based Scots word bank.
 Use only 4–5 Scots geographical words in the main lesson.
 Pair each Scots word with a photograph of the feature it describes.
 Give pupils a highlighted map with a small number of names to investigate.
 Model one complete example before pupils begin their own investigation.
 Use sentence starters such as:
· “I think this name means...”
· “The word ___ means...”
· “This name could tell us...”
· “I think this is a geographical feature because...”
 Allow pupils to draw their answers as well as write them.
 Use mixed-ability pairs and groups.
 Remind pupils that “I don't know yet” is a valid detective answer if they can explain what evidence they would need.
 Provide additional teacher support to groups who find reading maps or unfamiliar names difficult.

	6. Resources: 

 Ordnance Survey map extracts of Banchory and surrounding Aberdeenshire.
 Scots Language Centre information about Scots place names.
 Ordnance Survey information about Scots origins of British place names.
 Open Learn resource ‘Scots names for landscape features.
 Local photographs of Banchory's hills, burns, rivers, fields, and woodland.
 Scots geographical-feature word cards.
 Local place-name cards.
 Place-Name Detective worksheets.
 Clipboards and pencils for outdoor learning.
 Tablets or cameras for photographing signs and geographical features.
 Large classroom map of Banchory.
 Sticky notes or coloured markers for identifying names on maps.
 Mini whiteboards for the starter and plenary.

	7. Assessment of learning and next steps: 

Through teacher observation, questioning and whole class discussion/feedback. 

Evidence of learning will come from:
· responses during class questioning.
· mini-whiteboard or hand-signal responses.
· group discussions.
· Place-Name Detective worksheets.
· pupils' use of maps.
· explanations during group feedback.
· the creative Scots placename activity.
· exit tickets.

If pupils have understood the learning
Pupils could move on to a more detailed investigation of local place names in Banchory and Aberdeenshire.
They could:
· investigate the origin of a local place name.
· compare Scots, Gaelic, and English place names.
· investigate names which may have older Pictish or Norse connections.
· compare old and modern maps.
· interview family members about local names.
· investigate names that are used locally but do not appear on official maps.
· create a class map showing Scots geographical words.
If pupils need more support with Scots vocabulary
The next lesson could begin with a short vocabulary retrieval activity.
Pupils could match:
word → picture → meaning → example
before applying the vocabulary to a map.
A smaller number of words could be revisited rather than introducing new vocabulary.
If pupils need more support with maps
Provide a simplified map with:
· a clear key.
· fewer place names.
· highlighted geographical features.
· photographs showing what the map symbols represent.
Pupils could first practise finding a burn, hill, road, and woodland before returning to place-name investigation.


	8. Evaluation of teaching and next steps: 


If I did this lesson as planned just now, I think it would be engaging but I fell like the transitions would be difficult. It is a lot and if this were a P5 class it would be too much. It would depend on the class though. I feel it would be an engaging lesson especially for connecting with their local area. 
I think it could be a successful and engaging lesson that would have to be adapted depending on the class, the level throughout that class and the behaviour. Also whether support or not is available. 
I would say having read over my idea for the lesson that I have put to much into it. I tend to overfill sometimes.
I would reduce the number of place names and Scots words introduced for one lesson, spread this out over two or three depending on the class.
I would simplify the group task or have different tasks, say a mild, hot, and spicy option for the groups to choose dependent on confidence and prior knowledge. Make it so the tasks where set for different place names so that it would be easier to ensure every group was doing a different place. 







