Lesson Plan: Scots and German – Language Relatives
Curriculum Area
Literacy and English with links to Modern Languages, Social Studies and Interdisciplinary Learning
Level
Third/Fourth Level
Learning Intentions
· To explore the historical origins of the Scots language.
· To identify similarities between Scots, German and English.
· To develop language awareness through comparing vocabulary across languages.
· To use evidence from language to explain how languages change over time.
Success Criteria
· I can identify similarities between Scots, German and English words so that I can recognise connections between languages.
· I can explain how Scots developed over time so that I can understand why Scots and German share some vocabulary.
· I can discuss patterns I notice in different languages so that I can draw conclusions using evidence.
· I can use examples from Scots, German and English so that I can explain how languages change and influence one another.
· I can share my ideas through discussion and writing so that I can communicate my understanding of language history and language relationships.
Experiences and Outcomes
LIT 3-02a / LIT 4-02a
When I engage with others, I can make a relevant contribution, encourage others to contribute and acknowledge that they have the right to hold a different opinion.
LIT 3-09a / LIT 4-09a
When listening and talking with others, I can communicate information, ideas or opinions.
LIT 3-10a / LIT 4-10a
I can recognise how the features of spoken language can help in communication.
LIT 3-14a / LIT 4-14a
I can make notes and organise these to develop thinking.
ENG 3-17a
I can discuss and evaluate similarities and differences between texts and language
Resources
· Scots, German and English vocabulary cards
· Simple timeline of the history of Scots
· Map showing migration of the Angles from present-day northern Germany and southern Denmark
· Note-taking sheet
· Exit ticket
Rationale
This lesson uses Scots as a context for developing literacy, language awareness and critical thinking. By comparing Scots, German and English, learners explore how languages are related and how they change over time. The lesson builds on learners' existing knowledge of Scots while introducing historical and linguistic concepts in an accessible way.
The lesson reflects the principles outlined in Scots Language in Curriculum for Excellence by valuing learners' existing language knowledge and using Scots to support literacy development. It also supports the development of metalinguistic awareness through comparison, analysis and discussion. For learners studying German, the lesson provides an opportunity to make meaningful connections across languages while reinforcing the status of Scots as one of Scotland's indigenous languages.
Starter Activity (10 minutes)
Display the following words:
	Scots
	German
	English

	hame
	Heim
	home

	hoose
	Haus
	house

	guid
	gut
	good

	nicht
	Nacht
	night

	ken
	kennen
	know

	fou
	voll
	full


Ask pupils:
What do you notice about these words?
Pupils discuss in pairs before sharing observations.
Record ideas on the board without confirming answers immediately.

Teacher Input: Where Does Scots Come From? (10 minutes)
Introduce a simple timeline.
· Around 1,500 years ago, the Angles migrated from areas that are now northern Germany and southern Denmark.
· They brought varieties of Old English with them.
· In Scotland, these varieties developed separately over time.
· Scots emerged as a distinct language and became widely used in government, literature and everyday life.
· Today Scots remains one of Scotland's indigenous languages.
Using a map, show the connection between Scotland and the regions where the Angles originated.
Pupils make brief notes on three key facts.
Activity 1: Language Detectives (15 minutes)
Working in groups, pupils receive sets of Scots, German and English vocabulary cards.
Examples:
· bairn – Kind – child
· hame – Heim – home
· hoose – Haus – house
· guid – gut – good
· nicht – Nacht – night
· ken – kennen – know
· twa – zwei – two
· fou – voll – full
Task:
· Match the words.
· Identify patterns.
· Discuss which languages appear most closely related.
· Record observations.
Whole-class feedback follows.



Activity 2: Thinking Like a Linguist (15 minutes)
Introduce the question:
Why might Scots and German sometimes appear more similar than English and German?
Groups discuss possible explanations.
Teacher introduces:
· language change over time
· influence of Norman French on English
· different development paths taken by Scots and English
· shared Germanic roots.
Pupils complete a short note-making task summarising their conclusions.
Activity 3: My Scots Words (10 minutes)
Pupils identify Scots words they know from home, family or community.
Examples may include:
· bairn
· wee
· ken
· dreich
· greet
· messages
Pupils discuss:
· Which words are still commonly used?
· Which have English equivalents?
· Can any links to German be identified?
This allows learners to connect classroom learning with their own language experiences.
Plenary (5 minutes)
Exit ticket:
· One thing I learned about the history of Scots.
· One Scots word that surprised me.
· One similarity between Scots and German.

Assessment
Assessment will be based on:
· participation in discussion
· ability to identify patterns between languages
· note-making during teacher input
· written explanation and exit ticket responses.
