
OPENLang MOOC on Language OER – Week 4, Module 6 
 
Copyright and Open Licensing  
 
What is the Creative Commons license? 

Creative Commons licenses are public licenses and represent the most well-known licensing 
system for using and sharing OERs. You can use them to indicate what other people are allowed 
to do with your work. In fact, Creative Commons has established a flexible copyright model—the 
“Some Rights Reserved” model—which values innovation and protection equally. 

Also, Creative Commons licenses enable you to define the terms under which your material can 
be reused. This creates a pool of material that can be shared and reused legally, which in turn 
enables a culture of sharing. These licenses act as concrete regulations for all users and appear 
on anything that is considered an OER. 

How does a Creative Commons license work? 

All Creative Commons licenses are constructed from a combination of four specific rights or 
conditions that can be reserved by the creator or author of the resource. These include: 

• Attribution (BY) 
• Share Alike (SA) 
• Non-Commercial (NC) 
• No Derivatives (ND) 

There are six main types of Creative Commons licenses you can use to specify what people are 
allowed to do with your work. Each CC license is made up of one or more of four license 
elements or conditions: 

• CC BY 
• CC BY-SA 
• CC BY-NC 
• CC BY-ND 
• CC BY-NC-SA 
• CC BY-NC-ND 

Besides copyright licenses, Creative Commons also offers the CC0 license, which acts as a public 
domain equivalent license and allows copyright owners to release their works without any 
restriction. Public domain works are either expired CC0 licenses or works originally released with 
no restrictions. The latest version of the Creative Commons licenses was released in November 
2013 and acts as a single global license. 

How can I license my work and reuse OERs while attributing correctly? 

There is no standard for licensing your work or for attributing open-licensed content that you 
wish to reuse, but you can follow the TASL method: 



• T – Title: Provide the title of the work. 
• A – Author: Credit the creator. 
• S – Source: Provide the URL where the work is hosted. 
• L – License: Include the type of license and a link to the license so others can find out the 

license terms. 

Any helpful tips? 

If you wish to get the attribution license for your digital content easily, you can also use a 
Creative Commons attribution builder that automatically generates the license icon and notice 
based on your needs. For example: 

• The Creative Commons License Chooser Tool 
• The Open Attribution Builder from Open Washington 

All you have to do is fill out a form, and the app will automatically generate the attribution for 
you. 

 


