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You can  
do it too.
Change your life in 3 simple steps

Everything you need to know to make a start  
on changing your life is right here in your hands.  
Read on and find out why we have some of the 
most satisfied students in the UK, then follow 
these simple steps to join them…

Choose your qualification
The qualification you choose will usually be related to your 
undergraduate studies or professional expertise.

Choose your first module
The description of your chosen qualification will help you 
decide on the first module to study. If you need advice on the 
recommended study order, click www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg  
or call +44 (0)845 300 60 90.

Complete your registration
Register for your module online at www.openuniversity.co.uk/
pg or call +44 (0)845 300 60 90. 
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Wherever you’re going, 
it starts here.
Whether you want to progress to a senior level, research 
something that fascinates you or become a specialist in 
your field, we can help.

The OU is one of the world’s  
finest universities...
Our postgraduate teaching materials, developed by leading 
academics and industry experts, are considered world-class, 
and everything we do is grounded in the research we’re 
internationally famous for – OU research changes the world.  
It’s this reputation as one of  the world’s finest research 
universities that makes our qualifications so highly respected.

And it’s not just our research and teaching materials that are 
first-rate. Our extensive network of  postgraduate tutors, many 
of  whom are practising professionals with strong academic 
backgrounds and sector-specific skills, are consistently rated as 
‘excellent’ in national Teaching Quality Assessments.

When you choose the OU for your postgraduate education, 
you’re choosing one of  the best.

FACT   The OU is in the top 50 universities  
for research in the UK.

…and the UK’s largest
Over the last 25 years or so, we’ve awarded more than 90,000 
postgraduate qualifications, including more than 43,000 masters 
degrees. Someone logs onto our servers every 0.5 seconds and 
over 1000 tutorials are held across the UK every week. To do 
what we do successfully, year after year, requires exceptional 
technology, methods and staff. The way we work, works - not least 
because it’s flexible enough to work around you and your life.

“I believe that the knowledge I gained 
while studying for my MBA has 
been invaluable to the way I work, 
giving me the confidence to bring 
my company to life, and ensure its 
ongoing success and stability in 
otherwise uncertain economic times.”
Jamie Campbell, MBA graduate

FACT    Our approach to learning is based in the real 
world of work, which means you can put theory 
into practice right away, so the skills and 
knowledge you acquire bring tangible benefits 
to both you and your employer.



Get a postgraduate qualification 
employers respect.
From single modules to develop specific skills to a range of over 50 qualifications 
to help you become a leader in your field – if you’re looking for a qualification 
employers really respect, you’re in safe hands with us.

An OU qualification says  
‘employ me’
Because so many of  our modules and qualifications are 
accredited by leading professional bodies and developed to 
industry standards, you can be confident that what you are 
learning is top quality and absolutely relevant to your workplace.

•	 An	OU	qualification	on	your	CV	shows	more	than	your	level	of 	
knowledge about a subject. It demonstrates to employers that 
you’re someone who is up for a challenge and committed to 
successfully seeing it through, with excellent time management 
and prioritising skills. Just the kind of  person, in fact, that 
employers are looking for.

•	 Our	postgraduate	programmes	are	developed	by	
leading academics and industry experts who are 
respected worldwide.

FACT  70 per cent of OU students manage their 
studies alongside busy careers.

Network with 100,000  
of your peers
With an alumni base of  nearly 100,000 graduates, including an 
influential MBA alumni, our graduates can access one of  the 
largest and most supportive networks in education.

“So many people have started these programmes 
and within just a few months they are almost 
different people. They have different 
perspectives, they think differently – and of 
course several times these studies have brought 
them fantastic career opportunities within 
Cummins.”
Derek Harnby, Recruitment Director, Cummins Ltd

Our world-class library  
is open all hours
As an OU student you’ll have free access to the OU’s huge online 
library to help you research and complete your assignments. 
There are thousands of  online ejournals, ebooks, databases 
and multimedia resources for you to tap into, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, whenever you need them and wherever you 
are. And it’s well worth visiting the library at our Milton Keynes 
campus in person if  you can – it’s a brilliantly inspiring place.
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We can help you approach your 
employer for sponsorship
80 per cent of  FTSE 100 companies have sponsored staff  
to study with the OU. There are many commercially sensible 
reasons for organisations to help you develop professionally and 
personally with us. We’ll help you put together a case outlining 
the benefits:

•	 Outstanding value – our qualifications draw on real workplace 
situations and are results-driven, so you can put your new skills 
and knowledge into practice immediately. This means your 
employer gets a good return on their investment from day one.

•	 Up-to-date, commercially-focused qualifications – many of  
our qualifications are designed by leading public- and private-
sector industry experts and in conjunction with sector skills 
councils, professional bodies and employers.

•	 Employer-friendly learning methods – employers appreciate 
the flexible way we deliver our qualifications as much as our 
students do.

Your employer could pay module by module and sponsor you for 
the entire cost of  your qualification, reimburse you for some or 
all of  your costs – perhaps on successful completion – or share 
the costs with you. Whatever works best for everyone – to find 
out more, call our Student Registration & Enquiry Service on 
+44 (0)845 300 60 90.
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“The sense of self-worth, confidence and 
achievement that the OU has given me cannot  
be underestimated.”
Lou Hudson, MSc in Science

“The OU is excellent at looking at what individual 
students have already achieved and working with 
them to add to that.”
Sue Sloane, Lead Practitioner Clinical Leadership,  
NHS Lothian



There’s nothing 
distant about us.
We help ordinary people achieve 
extraordinary things through our 
unique style of flexible learning called 
‘Supported Open Learning’.
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It’s different to other methods because it combines more personal 
support than other distance learning providers with more flexibility 
than campus-based learning. We blend the best of  technology 
and tutoring to let you decide how you want to study. 

It’s this unique combination of  flexibility and support that makes 
Supported Open Learning such a successful way to learn. 
Whether you’re at home, at work or on the move, your tutor, study 
advisers and other students are as close as you need them to be 
– online, on email, on the phone and face to face.

FACT Our qualifications, modules and tutors are 
internationally recognised and respected for 
their quality.

Flexible study that allows 
you to call the shots
With the OU, your ambition and individuality set the pace.  
You can study as little or as much as you like – from a single 
module as part of  your continuing professional development right 
through to a full masters degree, with qualifications built from a 
series of  individually chosen modules.

We’ll do everything we can to help you achieve your career  
or personal goals – starting now. Our advisers are on hand  
to answer questions on everything from choosing modules and 
the career implications of  study to how OU study works and 
tutorial support.

What’s it like being part  
of the world’s largest student 
community? Ask them
New students are often surprised by how social studying with 
the OU can be, but a large and lively student community is part 
and parcel of  being the UK’s largest provider of  part-time higher 
education. Whenever you log on, our online forums are alive with 
people like you, and the opportunity to socialise doesn’t stop 
when you log off. Our students regularly get together, either to 
attend an OU tutorial or as part of  a local study group.

Find out what OU life is like before you sign up –  
visit www.openuniversity.co.uk/platform today  
to chat to our friendly, helpful student community.

We offer outstanding  
value for money
We work hard to make sure a world-class postgraduate 
education is both affordable and great value. So, unlike some 
other universities, our fees include relevant materials, tuition and 
assessment – some modules may require you to buy additional 
books, but we limit extra costs as far as we can. 

• You	don’t	have	to	pay	for	an	entire	programme	upfront.
Fees vary from module to module, and to make things as
easy as possible for you, you pay module by module.
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How the OU works.

Your previous study could count 
towards your qualification
If  you’ve successfully completed some postgraduate study 
elsewhere, you might be able to transfer credit for this study 
and count it towards your OU postgraduate qualification 
– which will mean you need to study fewer OU modules to 
complete your qualification. You need to apply for credit 
transfer as soon as possible, and certainly before you 
register for your first module. For more information, click 
www.openuniversity.co.uk/credit-transfer.

FACT  While it’s possible to complete some of our 
taught masters degrees in as little as two years, 
we usually recommend that you study over 
three years – or more, if you prefer. 

Entry requirements
To join one of  our postgraduate programmes you’ll normally 
need an undergraduate degree or equivalent. However, 
previous work experience and study or qualifications from 
other higher-education institutions may all count towards 
programme entry – to find out more, call our advisers on 
+44 (0)845 300 60 90.

Are you ready for  
postgraduate study?
To successfully step up from undergraduate to postgraduate 
study, you’ll need to be able to:

•	 Find	and	read	research	material	that	has	been	written	for	
experts rather than students.

•	 Critically	analyse	findings	–	including	statistical	analysis.

•	 Follow	academic	convention	when	presenting	findings	 
and ideas, references and bibliographies.

•	 Carry	out	reflective	practice	(relating	others’	theories	to	 
your own studies).

Register for your chosen module and pay

You can study a series of  modules to gain a qualification  
or just take a single module without committing yourself   

any further – it’s entirely up to you.

Everything you need is delivered  
right to your front door

You provide the computer and reliable internet access,  
we’ll	do	the	rest	–	as	well	as	books	and	DVDs	you’ll	have	

access to online resources including our impressive library 
and the latest podcasts and downloads.

It’s time to get started

You study in your own time – at work, at home or on the move. 
Wherever’s easiest and most productive for you.

You’ll get support, feedback and  
encouragement every step of the way

As well as receiving feedback from your tutor,  
you may have face to face or online tutorials where  

you can meet other students.

You’ll get regular assignments to complete

Some students organise informal study groups  
to support each other.

Finish your end-of-module assessment  
or take your examination

You’ve passed!  
Now it’s time to choose and register for your next module.
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Introducing our 
postgraduate 
subjects and 
qualifications…

• Arts and humanities

• Business and management

• Childhood and youth

• Computing and IT

• Education

• Engineering, design and technology

• Environment and development

• Health and social care

• Law

• Mathematics

• Science

Over the next few pages you can find 
information about the subjects and 
specific qualifications that we offer. 
There’s a wide range of fascinating 
subjects to choose from:

Your next step.
For more information, visit www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg.

If  you need help or if  there’s anything you’re not sure 
about, please feel free to speak to one of  the advisory 
staff  in our Student Registration & Enquiry Service: 
+44 (0)845 300 60 90.

Once you’ve made your decision, you can also register 
online at www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg.
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Arts and humanities
Exploring and analysing human culture and history gives us a deeper insight into the world 
we live in and how we got here. If you thrive on intellectual challenge and have a passion 
for the arts, our postgraduate study has much to offer you. The rewards include advanced 
academic achievement, enhanced career opportunities and personal fulfilment.

Around 1800 students are currently engaged in our flexible programme, which covers many fascinating aspects of  ancient and 
contemporary culture. Modules are designed to stretch your abilities and refine your research and analytical skills, providing you  
with excellent credentials both for the world of  employment and for further higher-level qualifications.

In addition to the personal satisfaction of  studying to a higher level, arts and humanities MAs are useful in a wide range of  careers. 
Many of  our postgraduates have followed a pathway into academic and research careers, going on to complete MPhil and/or PhD 
degrees. Some publish books and articles resulting from their dissertation research and studies. Others have used their newly acquired 
skills to help take their career to a more senior level in areas such as teaching, journalism, media and public sector employment.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we currently offer in arts and humanities.

Postgraduate 
certificate

Postgraduate  
diploma

Masters  
degree

Art history C20 D35 F33 (MA)

Classical studies C20 D35 F27 (MA)

English D35 F58 (MA)

History D35 F28 (MA)

Humanities C20 D35

Music C20 D35 F32 (MA)

Philosophy C20 D35 F30 (MA)

Selected highlights:
NEW MA in Art History (F33)
This MA will build on your existing knowledge of  the subject and 
as you explore the core concepts and current concerns of  art 
history, you will gain the critical skills necessary for independent 
research in the field. 

NEW MA in Classical Studies (F27)
This MA will develop your knowledge of  the ancient  
Graeco-Roman world and prepare you for independent study, 
culminating in a dissertation. You will investigate classical 
studies as a multidisciplinary field, examining texts, artefacts 
and other surviving evidence through a range of  theoretical 
and methodological perspectives, including options in classical 
archaeology, language and reception, and a subject module 
based around the body in classical antiquity.

MA in English (F58)
This MA offers you a rich and exciting experience of  higher level 
literary study and enables you to develop your independent skills 
in literary research, culminating in a dissertation on a topic and 
texts of  your choice.

MA in History (F28)
This MA develops your research and writing skills through a 
close analysis of  major themes and sources in the local and 
regional history of  Britain and Ireland 1750 –1950. You will gain 
practical experience of  project planning through the completion 
of  your own independently researched dissertation.

NEW MA in Music (F32)
This MA introduces the methods and materials used for music 
research, particularly in the context of  the use of  computers 
and the internet. You will encounter a number of  musical topics, 
themes and repertories from different periods and styles, as you 
engage with western, non-western and popular music. 

MA in Philosophy (F30)
You will develop your research and analytical skills, such as 
your ability to think clearly, reason logically, put forward and 
evaluate arguments, while exploring contemporary debates and 
issues in social and political philosophy through reading and 
understanding philosophy texts and completing a dissertation of  
your choice.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-arts
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Business and management
Business and organisations are a vital part of modern life, global economies, politics 
and cultures. Studying them and the people who are involved in them can be rewarding 
in many ways. Apart from strengthening your intellectual abilities, it can enhance your 
career and contribute to society.

You may be looking to upgrade your qualifications and broaden your management skills, or perhaps you’re preparing to move from a 
professional, functional or technical role into a more senior or general management position. Whatever your starting point or ultimate 
goal, a postgraduate qualification from The Open University Business School will give you that extra edge.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in business and management.

Postgraduate 
certificate

Professional  
diploma

Postgraduate  
diploma

Masters  
degree

Business administration C66 E80 F61 (MBA)

Clinical leadership K04

Finance F67

Human resource management F68

Management D64

Selected highlights:
MBA (F61)
This internationally-recognised MBA is designed for practicing 
managers aspiring to higher positions. The emphasis for your 
learning is directly rooted in management practice – the ‘master’ 
in the degree title signifies your ‘mastery’ of  the art and science 
of  management.

The Open University Business School is accredited by three 
leading international management education bodies: the 
European Foundation for Management Development, through 
its EQUIS programme; the Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of  Business (AACSB); and the Association of  MBAs 
(AMBA). Our triple-accredited status puts us in the top one per 
cent of  business schools in the world. We are the only triple-
accredited business school which specialises in flexible learning.

NEW MSc in Finance (F67)
This MSc is for individuals who want to develop as finance 
professionals. The scope of  the knowledge, skills and 
applications covered in this qualification enables professional 
development and practice in wide-ranging roles in finance such 
as investment and portfolio management, corporate finance 
and treasury, consultancy and investment banking. Both early 
career finance professionals and those aspiring to enter a 
finance profession will find our MSc in Finance a professionally 
rewarding and intellectually challenging experience. It also 
offers an opportunity to acquire and develop research skills and 
techniques relevant to higher academic qualifications in finance.

NEW MSc in Human Resource Management (F68)
The MSc in Human Resource Management offers an in-depth 
understanding of  human resource (HR) management combined 
with a broader understanding of  the organisational and 
management context within which HR management specialists 
must operate. It combines an emphasis on the development 
of  HR management strategies with opportunities to develop 
specialist skills essential for practitioners. It is suitable for those 
who are at the start of  their career as an HR professional or who 
aspire to enter the HR profession.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-busman
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Childhood and youth
If you are interested in childhood and youth and/or working with children and 
young people, there are many new opportunities arising for advanced study and 
professional development.

We offer an interdisciplinary approach to postgraduate study in the field of  childhood and youth underpinned by a commitment to 
integrated practice. This draws on childhood and youth studies, sociology, health and social care, psychology and education and 
would suit anyone from these backgrounds.

The programme builds towards an MA in Childhood and Youth (F55). Additionally, we offer a postgraduate certificate and 
postgraduate diploma. Each individual module will increase your knowledge, deepen your critical reflection and enhance your 
inter-professional insights. The programme is relevant to graduates working in early years provision, education, social work, nursing, 
healthcare, youth work, youth justice or the voluntary sector. Non graduates with significant professional experience of  working in a 
childhood and youth-related discipline may be considered for entry to the programme. If  you study the whole masters qualification, 
it will give you an advanced qualification to develop your career prospects further.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in childhood and youth.

Postgraduate 
certificate

Postgraduate 
diploma

Masters  
degree

Childhood and youth C97 E78 F55 (MA)

Postgraduate Certificate in Integrated Practice  
in Childhood and Youth (C97)
For this qualification you need to complete one of  the two 
compulsory modules that make up the postgraduate diploma 
and MA.

Postgraduate Diploma in Integrated Practice  
in Childhood and Youth (E78)
You can gain the postgraduate diploma when you complete the 
two compulsory modules from the MA.

MA in Childhood and Youth (F55)
This qualification offers graduate professionals working 
with children and young people an opportunity to advance 
academically and professionally. It also enables those with a 
related degree but not currently working with children and young 
people to move into the profession and will help those people 
considering a move between professions within the sector.  
To gain the MA you need to study the two compulsory modules, 
Children and young people’s worlds: frameworks for integrated 
practice (E807) and Critical practice with children and young 
people (K802) plus a further module which you choose from an 
optional list.

If you are interested in our qualifications in education,  
see page 12.

“I decided to start studying with the OU because 
I needed a challenge, I also wanted to keep my 
academic knowledge relevant and learn more 
about what is happening in the children’s sector 
in the UK. It has been great fun, hard work but 
broadened my knowledge, challenging some of 
my programmed thinking about children’s rights 
and what the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) means for my work.”
Una McCauley, MA in Childhood and Youth student, UNICEF 
Representative (Panama)

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-childhood
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Computing and IT
Computing and IT professionals with a strong skill set are very much in demand today. 
By developing your knowledge and skills, postgraduate study with the OU will keep you 
at the forefront of this rapidly growing and influential discipline.

The OU develops internationally recognised skills for computing and IT professionals. We are leading the field in working with 
employers and sector skills councils to offer industry relevant qualifications and to map study to sector skills frameworks to ensure 
computing and IT professionals have the skills employers need. For more information, click www.openuniversity.co.uk/sfia.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in computing and IT.

Postgraduate 
certificate

Postgraduate 
diploma

Masters  
degree

Advanced networking E51 F56 (MSc)

Computing K22 E81 F66 (MSc)

Selected highlights:
Postgraduate Diploma in Advanced Networking (E51)
Study the Cisco Certified Network Professional (CCNP) 
programme with the largest Cisco academy in the UK and use 
the latest CCNP online curriculum. This will give you highly 
valued and well recognised knowledge and skills to install, 
configure and maintain wide area networks. 

MSc in Advanced Networking (F56)
Draw together the knowledge and skills you have gained during 
your postgraduate diploma studies through carrying out the 
research-based project and dissertation. Completion of  a 
dissertation will help you develop your analytic skills and enable 
you to build towards doctoral-level studies.

NEW MSc in Computing (F66)
Designed for those with a bachelors degree in computing or a 
related discipline, or who have extensive industrial experience 
in this area, this qualification brings together theory and 
practice and allows you to draw on your own background and 
experience. It also offers you the opportunity to specialise either 
in information security and forensics, or in software engineering.

FACT  Over 8000 employers have sponsored staff  
studying computing with the OU.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-cit
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Education
Education offers the exciting prospect of making a difference. It’s important both for 
individual success and society’s continuing development. With the changes now taking 
place to widen participation and strengthen teaching and learning at all levels, education 
is more than ever a dynamic, challenging and rewarding sector to be involved in.

Whether you’re an experienced practitioner or perhaps looking to move into an education-related role, our postgraduate 
programme offers a flexible way of  gaining career credentials that help to establish you as a leader in your field. You can study 
an individual module for continuing professional development purposes, or combine modules to gain a postgraduate certificate, 
postgraduate diploma or masters degree. 

We have a long and successful track record in education and education technology – the OU pioneered distance learning, and 
we are now the world leader in this specialist area. Programme content is drawn mainly from the work and research of  two major 
centres within the University – the Faculty of  Education and Language Studies and the Institute of  Educational Technology  
– so you can be confident of  being at the forefront of  the latest thinking and best practice, whatever study options you choose.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in education.

Postgraduate 
certificate

Postgraduate 
diploma

Masters  
degree

Education C27 D52 F01 (MA/MEd)

Education (applied linguistics) F01 (MA/MEd)

Education (equality and diversity) F01 (MA/MEd)

Education (leadership and management) F01 (MA/MEd)

Online and distance education C23 D36 F10 (MA)

Selected highlights:
Masters Degree in Education (F01)
Our professionally oriented programme is designed for teachers, 
educational managers and other professionals working within 
education. This flexible modular programme builds on your 
professional practice and enables you to learn and study when 
and where is most convenient for you.

MA in Online and Distance Education (F10)
This MA offers you the opportunity to study the theory and 
practice of  online and distance education. You will study in 
collaboration with students from around the world and be at the 
forefront of  the latest developments.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-educ
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Engineering, design and technology
Qualified engineers and technologists now rank among the highest 
paid professionals, according to EngineeringUK. Their imagination and 
ability to integrate appropriate technologies into an organisation’s 
products, processes and services are in great demand throughout 
business and industry, as well as in the public and voluntary sectors.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in engineering, design and technology.

Postgraduate 
certificate

Postgraduate 
diploma

Masters  
degree

Engineering E22 F46 (MSc)

Systems thinking in practice C72 E28 F47 (MSc)

Technology management C49 E08 F36 (MSc)

Advanced networking E51 F56 (MSc)

Selected highlights:
Postgraduate Diploma in Engineering (E22)
This postgraduate diploma offers you an opportunity both 
to broaden and deepen your understanding of  professional 
engineering. By combining modules from engineering analysis, 
design and technology management, you can shape a 
qualification to suit your career aspirations. The postgraduate 
diploma also provides a route to a masters level engineering 
qualification. This qualification can help you progress towards 
Chartered Engineer (CEng) registration.

Postgraduate Diploma in Systems Thinking  
in Practice (E28)
This postgraduate diploma provides you with the tools to 
challenge your approaches to complex problems, consider the 
roles others play and assess how all the different components 
within that situation are related. It provides you with the skills to 
think more holistically and to work more collaboratively to avoid 
systemic failures.

MSc in Engineering (F46)
This MSc in Engineering will take your engineering education 
one step further by completing an extended personal research 
project. It builds on previous study and takes you closer to 
fulfilling the educational requirements to become a Chartered 
Engineer (CEng). This qualification will also help you to develop 
your engineering skills, as well as a range of  transferable skills, 
such as: the ability to use specialist knowledge to solve problems 
creatively; effective communication skills; project management 
skills; the ability to turn concepts into reality; and a professional 
approach to your work.

MSc in Technology Management (F36)
Technology management is about applying knowledge creatively 
to produce products, process and systems that benefit people 
and organisations. This challenging qualification engages you 
both academically and professionally, giving you the opportunity 
to pursue an investigation or piece of  research in an aspect of  
technology management that is of  particular interest to you and 
perhaps also to your organisation. A qualification in technology 
management gives you recognised and highly valued skills in 
planning, developing and managing technology effectively.

Accreditation and recognition:
•	 Combining	your	accredited	honours	degree	with	study	of 	our	

PGDip/MSc in Engineering will allow you to gain accreditation 
for Chartered Engineer status from the Institution of  Engineering 
Designers (IED) and the Chartered Institution of  Building 
Services Engineers (CIBSE). A pathway through our PGDip/MSc 
is accredited by the Institution of  Engineering and Technology 
(IET) and the Institution of  Mechanical Engineers (IMechE).

•	 Our	accreditations	mean	that	anyone	wanting	to	become	
a Chartered Engineer can combine a highly valued OU 
qualification with previous study and professional experience 
as a route towards Chartered Engineer (CEng) status.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-edt



14

Environment and development

Environmental management
From complying with environmental legislation to improving the competitive edge of  a business and addressing the global challenges  
of  climate change and energy conservation, environmental management is becoming increasingly important to everyone.

Our postgraduate qualifications in environmental management are for people who are interested in designing, managing and  
participating in more effective environmental management. Students are drawn from industry, commerce, local government,  
consultancies, non-governmental organisations and communities.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in environmental management.

Postgraduate 
certificate

Postgraduate 
diploma

Masters  
degree

Environmental management K19 E79 F65 (MSc)

Selected highlight:
MSc in Environmental Management (F65)
Expand your knowledge of  environmental management and develop the skills to participate creatively in the process of  improving 
environmental performance in all sectors of  society.

We live in an age dominated by concerns about the environment, sustainable development, 
cultural conflict, poverty and war. Individuals, organisations and governments are being 
encouraged to think more proactively about the international impact of their actions. 
This shift has made the importance of finding sustainable global solutions to these 
environmental and development issues even more important.

Development management
Managing development gets ever more complex, as more agencies become involved, new goals emerge, complementing and confronting 
existing goals, and the right of  ‘beneficiaries’ to participate in their own development is increasingly asserted. The postgraduate programme 
in development management addresses this complexity. The core modules give you the opportunity to strengthen your policy development 
and project management skills, enhance your capacity to build the good inter-organisational relationships upon which effective interventions 
depend, and develop the research skills necessary for understanding and managing development problems.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in development management. 

Postgraduate 
certificate

Postgraduate 
diploma

Masters  
degree

Conflict and development C67

Development management C48 D37 F11 (MSc)

Human rights and development management C96

Selected highlight:
MSc in Development Management (F11)
The MSc in Development Management is designed for people with a professional and/or personal interest in creating and  
managing development interventions, programmes, policies and strategies at any level from local to global.

FACT  Our development management  
programme can be studied worldwide  
and every year we attract students  
from all over the world.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-env
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Health and social care
As new career pathways in health and social care open up, professionals from a wide 
variety of medical, nursing, midwifery, health visiting and allied health backgrounds 
are increasingly taking on higher-level, demanding roles and offering leadership  
to others. Our postgraduate qualifications in advancing healthcare practice will  
help you rise to the challenge.

The need for creative, innovative and entrepreneurial practitioners within health services has been recognised by health departments 
across the world and it is widely agreed that many roles are best supported by masters graduates with a qualification in advancing 
practice. Our programme is well suited to those aspiring to senior and influential roles, as consultants, practice development directors, 
practice change agents and healthcare designers who have a developing vision for the future of  healthcare and who wish to influence 
and lead others. It also attunes with the Department of  Health’s agenda on modernising healthcare professionals’ careers.

The programme is suitable for healthcare professionals from medical, nursing, midwifery, health visiting and allied health backgrounds 
in both public and private healthcare systems, and also within the community and the voluntary sector.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in health and social care.

Postgraduate 
certificate

Postgraduate 
diploma

Masters  
degree

Advancing healthcare practice C92 E46 F52 (MSc)

Postgraduate Certificate in Advancing  
Healthcare Practice (C92)
This postgraduate certificate will equip you with the knowledge, 
skills, personal, professional and inter-professional insights and 
qualities needed to function as a successful change agent in 
the advancement of  healthcare practice through leadership, 
policy and practice innovation work, with an emphasis on critical 
thinking and reflective practice.

Postgraduate Diploma in Advancing  
Healthcare Practice (E46)
In your postgraduate diploma studies you will explore themes 
related to your own practice situation and conduct a series of  
investigations where you work. You will explore the ways in which 
enquiry, knowledge, evidence, strategy and skill can be combined 
to develop your own work as an agent advancing healthcare and 
as someone who works with others to do the same. 

MSc in Advancing Healthcare Practice (F52)
The MSc will equip you as a healthcare strategist to design 
and lead practice change projects with confidence and gain 
skills in leadership, policy development, practice innovation, 
research design, evidence review and analysing practice skills. 
The MSc includes conducting a project within your own field 
of  practice either to advance practice skills or contribute to a 
service or a healthcare system improvement. You will learn the 
skills necessary to disseminate best practice, such as through 
consultation papers, making recommendations to others, 
delivering conference presentations or writing for publication.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-hsc

“The Open University is an excellent way for 
people to learn while working. It’s flexible, the 
materials are really good and the support is 
fantastic. We have found many benefits of 
working with the OU to students, and to other 
staff, and would certainly recommend it to 
other organisations.”
Gillian Ashworth, Northampton NHS Trust Clinical  
Placement Facilitator
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Law
Law regulates and influences the lives and practices of individuals, organisations 
and governments. It provides a framework within which societies function. With 
globalisation, traditional legal frameworks and structures are being increasingly 
challenged. Laws and legal thinking are being used to effect change within societies 
and influence the way in which nations and governments interact with each other.

With the recognition of the increasingly important role law plays, the demand for legal knowledge and associated legal skills is growing.  
A legal qualification at postgraduate level will widen your opportunities and enhance your employment and promotion prospects.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualification we offer in law.

Masters degree

Master of  Laws F64 (LLM)

If  you are interested in becoming a lawyer (solicitor or barrister) 
you will need to study our undergraduate Bachelor of  Laws 
(Hons) (LLB) (Q79) or if  you already hold a degree we offer  
our Bachelor of  Laws with Honours (graduate entry) (Q75),  
see www.openuniversity.co.uk/ug for details.

Master of Laws (LLM) (F64)
The LLM enables you to pursue legal study at an advanced level 
in a challenging but supportive environment whether you are a 
law or non-law graduate or a lawyer. It is designed to boost your 
skills, expand your knowledge and enhance your employability. 
You will study contemporary issues from a legal perspective 
and consider law in its social, political and international context. 
You will gain important postgraduate legal skills in the areas 
of  critical thinking, legal reasoning, analysis and developing 
persuasive argument while enhancing your legal research skills.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-law
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Mathematics
Mathematics is at the heart of advances in science, engineering and technology, as well 
as being an indispensable problem-solving and decision-making tool in many other areas 
of life. You may relish the intellectual challenge of exploring particular aspects of pure or 
applied mathematics that interest you, or you may be looking to advance your career with 
a higher-level qualification. Whatever your motivation or ambitions, our postgraduate 
mathematics programme has much to offer you.

We have over 500 students currently studying for our MSc, by far the largest number of  students on any mathematics MSc in the UK. 
Studying with us gives you access to important and fascinating areas of  mathematics, such as fractal geometry, coding theory and 
algebraic graph theory. While extending your knowledge, your studies will also refine your abilities to process information accurately, 
and critically analyse and communicate complex ideas.

This enhanced skill set and your postgraduate study experience will be clear advantages in progressing a career in mathematics 
education or as a professional mathematician. Equally, they may help you to climb the ranks in fields as diverse as computer science, 
economics, engineering and finance, where advanced numerical and analytical skills are always in high demand.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in mathematics.

Postgraduate 
certificate

Postgraduate 
diploma

Masters  
degree

Mathematics C90 E23 F04 (MSc)

Selected highlight:
MSc in Mathematics (F04)
Our MSc enables mathematicians, scientists and engineers  
to explore aspects of  pure and applied mathematics.  
You can choose modules in pure or applied mathematics  
and you conclude your studies with a dissertation.  
Modules currently include:

•	 Advanced	mathematical	methods (M833)

•	 Analytic	number	theory	I	and	II (M823 and M829)

•	 Applied	complex	variables (M828)

•	 Approximation	theory	(M832)

•	 Calculus	of 	variations	and	advanced	calculus	(M820)

•	 Coding theory (M836)

•	 Fractal geometry (M835)

•	 Nonlinear ordinary differential equations (M821)

•	 Dissertation in mathematics (M840) – with a choice of  topics.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-maths

Are you ready for postgraduate study?
You can check you have sufficient mathematical 
understanding with our MSc diagnostic quiz, click 
mct.open.ac.uk/mscdiagquiz.

FACT  More students study their MSc in Mathematics  
with us than any other UK university.
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Science
Science is all around us, challenging conventional wisdom and shaping our future.  
It’s a rewarding area to study both personally and professionally. Apart from enhancing 
your understanding of the world, science contributes to your intellectual development, 
with the added and fascinating dimension of discovery. It also offers the possibility of 
improving society’s well-being and outlook. As a professional scientist you could be 
instrumental, for example, in combating global hunger, developing new medicines, or 
protecting the planet’s biodiversity.

With many areas of  scientific research advancing at a rapid rate, the demand for skilled graduates is growing. A postgraduate 
qualification in science will widen your opportunities even further, with the potential to rise to the top of  your profession and to 
significantly increase your lifetime earnings.

The table below shows the postgraduate qualifications we offer in science. 

Postgraduate 
diploma

Masters  
degree

Earth science F53 (MSc)

Medicinal chemistry E68 F62 (MSc)

Professional science F60 (MSc)

Science F12 (MSc)

Selected highlights:
MSc in Professional Science (F60)
This innovative qualification is designed to allow you to pursue 
advanced training in science, while simultaneously developing 
business and workplace skills highly valued by employers. 
This qualification enables you to explore scientific topics (in 
areas such as Earth science, medicinal chemistry, brain and 
behaviour, medical physics, and science and society) and also 
have an interest in how science relates to the world of  business.

MSc in Medicinal Chemistry (F62)
This qualification enables you to study aspects of  medicinal 
chemistry that explore the links between disease, mechanisms of  
action and the development of  safe, effective commercial drugs. 
You have the opportunity to pursue these topics across a number 
of  different disease therapies using the innovative teaching 
methods pioneered by the OU, while developing a wide range 
of  skills.

Discover more and register online

www.openuniversity.co.uk/pg-science

FACT  The OU’s Faculty of Science is a leading 
international centre of academic excellence.
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