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Are You Ready for Postgraduate Science? 

To register for our postgraduate qualifications, you must normally hold a UK honours degree (or 
equivalent qualification) in science or a science-related subject. If you have other study or experience 
that you believe equips you to study at postgraduate level you can still apply, but you must supply 
evidence of that previous study or experience. Your case will be referred to our MSc in Science 
Admissions Panel. For further advice contact the Science Postgraduate Team:  
MSc-Science@open.ac.uk 
 
Students on our Masters programme come from a wide variety of backgrounds, and may take a range 
of modules within the programme. The following should give you some indication of the level of 
knowledge required, proficiency in the use of English language and basic IT skills we expect students to 
have before starting our modules. You should also refer to any prior study requirements specified by 
individual modules in the programme. 
 

 General Information 
 

If you are new to postgraduate study, but are already a registered OU student, then the following link 
will provide you with an Initial Orientation and Broad Overview. If you are not already an OU student, 
you may find more general information on ‘What it’s like to study at the OU?’ useful. The following 
resources will give you an impression of the skills that are required for postgraduate science studies. 
You are expected to have a certain level of competency in some of these skills already: 
 

 Postgraduate Study Skills - including critical reading and writing skills 
 Information Literacy for Science MSc Students 
 How To Be a Critical Reader - an interactive guide 
 Extending and Developing Your Thinking Skills 

 

 Proficiency in the Use of English 
 

All of our taught modules are in English and your proficiency in the English language should be suitable 
for a masters-level course. If English is not your first language, we strongly recommend that you have 
achieved an International English Language Testing System (IELTS) score of at least 7. To assess your 
English language skills in relation to your proposed studies, please visit the IELTS website. 
 

 Basic Information Technology (IT) Skill Requirements 
 

Our science postgraduate modules are delivered online, and consequently rely heavily on the use of 
IT, in relation to our core reading materials, communication with other students, with your tutors and 
with module teams, in searching for information, and for producing and submitting assignments. 
Some IT skills are taught within our modules, but you should have a basic level of competence before 
starting with us. We suggest that you should be able to do the following: 
 

 Retrieve, open and save files in Microsoft Word, Powerpoint, Excel or in OpenOffice 
 Organise file storage on your computer (Windows or Mac) and be able to zip several files 
 Transfer files from memory stick to hard drive, email to hard drive etc. 
 Have basic competence in Word or other word-processing packages, and be able to use simple 

formatting (e.g. bold, italic, font size and style, alignment), insert page numbers, headers and 
footers etc. within documents 

 Be able to insert images into a document both from the clipboard or directly from a file,    
saved on the hard drive 

 Use a search engine in your browser 
 
 

mailto:MSc-Science@open.ac.uk
http://www2.open.ac.uk/students/new/orientation-pg/index.php
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/what-study-like
http://www2.open.ac.uk/students/skillsforstudy/postgraduate-study-skills.php
http://learn1.open.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=100024
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/languages/english-language/how-be-critical-reader/content-section-0
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/education/extending-and-developing-your-thinking-skills/content-section-0
http://www.ieltsessentials.com/results/ielts_9-band_scale.aspx
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 Individual Module Requirements 
 

Please refer to the ‘prior study requirements for individual modules’ and the ‘module assessment 
summaries’ documents, for further information specific to our postgraduate science modules. 
 
 
 


